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Upon the arrival of American ground forces,
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honored above went to the Philippines t
serve in the Spanish-American War. That war
was fought to defeat Spain, not to free the
Filipinos. Most of the battles named above
were fought against Filipinos in a subsequent
conflict now known as
Philippine-American War.

On May 1, 1898 American naval forces
defeated the Spanish squadron in Manila
Bay. Filipinos led by General Emilio
Aguinaldo then launched successful land
offensives that forced the Spanish to take
refuge in Manila. Filipinos declared  their
independence on June 12, 1898, and later
established the Philippine Republic with
Aguinaldo as president.

Spain surrendered to the United States and
ceded the Philippines to the United States in
the December 1898 Treaty of Paris. The
Filipinos, however, insisted on their full
independence and the Philippine-Ameri
War erupted on February 4, 1899, two days
before the treaty was ratified. After the
United States victory, the Philippines
remained under American rule until
independence was granted in 1946,
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